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Special Sepltember Commemorative [ssue

"AND IN OURGR]EFRNDA
-~ 'WE HAVETOUND OUR -8kl
MISSION AND OUR MOMENT.

—~George W Bush, Commander-in-Chiel Address fo the Nailion Sepl. 20, 2001




Mobilization: accompl

“You are twice the citizen’

It's hard 1o beleve A year has passed snoe e Yagic altack on Amenca. Remembrancss
wil abound in e coming weeks, inchding our own at on Septernber 11. Marry of you
have spent #mosta yeer on achwe duty. It s inferesting 1o note that this was Te lmest mobizs
tion of any unit in the resenve component, the second karmest mabiization (1,300 plus peopie) for
the 4390 Aire# Wing; surpassed onfy by e Desart Shietd Stom moblizaton. But uniike it
time, this was 3 road show and you have represeniad Wesiower 1o the Alr Forse and e worid in
firwe feechion.

Wihen the call came, you responded, Whether you depioyed or senved here &t home, you
made Amenca's response posshie. The point wes diven home o the: nation and our Air Fore
it T mission carnot be accompizned wihout the resanve componenis. Today, noone ques-
Bors your ability o do fhe mission! Everywhere you have gone, the kudos came back. Every
location was somy o see Westover peopie re-depioy home. Mantaners
amund e sysiem know when 2 Westver C-5 comes thougha oos- ’
sion it wil confinue i move the mission — becase of the job our man- |18
teinens oo to keep ‘em fiying and arrews hat kiep mMSsoNs moving.

In taiking with meany of you, e siory has been the same: you have
endured long hours, worked exdremely herd appiedinnovafonfoget
tasks accomplished. put up with farnily saparations and sl very re- N ¥
warded for having had the opoorunity i senve. Once again we gemarn- =
strated that & iakes he supoort of e heres and hemines back b 4
hine — our aniies — 10 make Mission accompishment possiie,  + % &

Kudos 1o your empioyers! | heve beenabiep oWl many and ) oo i Masick
the theme & constant - some of their best empioyees & senang
Wesiover, i reminds me of & conmversation | had with fhe Chicopes
(Chuef of Polcs in kete Seplember 2001, He cormmentied that f | mobiize ey socusily foroes he
would ks sorme of his bast peopie o active duty. My reply was simply, "tsnt it amazng Chisf -
snme of your best people are sorme of nmy best paopie.” ITs true acres the board in the words of
Wirgton Churchil- “You ane twice the cifzen.”

| befieve: your pesfomnance valitites our training. Ve have woried hand 1 ensure that you
were ready. | am proud of the fact that you were prepared b do your job and you did it safish?
Yo depioyed aound the workd, senved nsome of the harshest condiions, and wih fre enfre
popuaton of Wesiover chipping in fo meet our iesking, e was only ong Senous inury and
| that persons recoverng wel, o _ _

A you board the demobiizabon train ks keep in mind that about 160 armen will rerrain
o 2ctve duty £ Suppont our mession. The lamest poron of fis group wil be mads up ofour
saciriy fomas. Ther confinusd presance i crifcsd b e Alr Fome mission and iy may stay for
o enire bwo-yar calup aumornity. My special fhanks for your continued sacrfice

iour famies, your employers. 2nd you ¢an be ightfully proud of your accomplshments.
Thi botiom ine: YOU WERE THERE AND YOU WERE GREAT!

by Col. Martin M. Mazick, 433th Airlift Wing Commander
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MPF establishes
demobilization website

The 439™ Military Pessonnel Flight has
cremed a website o help addness questions
The address is: hitpsalfwww westoverafmil’
orgssptgmpSdemobilztion/ndex him
Family Forum set for

September A UTA

Westover's Family Support Center will
conduct a Family Forum Sept. 7 from 7:30-
O30 am. in the Westover Conference
Center on- Eagle Drive. Entitled,
“Everything You Wanted to Know About
Your Benefits and Entitlements as a Spouse
of a Military Member,” the event will
feature 2 continentad breakfast and activities
for cialdren.
Volunteers sought for
veteran’s stand-down

Madical volunteers are needed for te
Westen Masschisetts Veterm's  Stand-

M#ﬂﬂh&mﬂﬂm\h‘m

intencsted may contact Capl. Krista

| Bonner at (207) E39-9113 or e-mal af
| kbonneniimaine m.omm

Fourth quarter award

' recipients announced

Westover's Quarterly Awarnds Board
heas sedected the following founth quarter
avwad winners for the fiscal 2002

Aldrman:

SrA. Richard B. English, 439 AMDS

MO0

TSgt Paul E. Cyr, 439 5F5

Sr. NCD:

SMSgt. Frank Puopolo, 439 5FS

ificers

It Lt Sheawn Sware, 439 555
Civilian:

Dervid Dodge, 439 5F5
Civilian O

Richard P Fay, 439 5F5

Oclober UTA schedule
AUTA Oct 56

B UTA Oct. 1520

resobve off the States in the walke of
the Sept. 11 termonst altacks.
— by MSgt W.C. Pope




ishments duly noted

From Sept. 11 on, 439th
answered nation’s call

by Maj. Wilson Camelo

What began a5 a beadiful early fall moming furmed indo many
people’s word nightmare when emorists altacked the Uindted
Siaies on Sepiomber 11, That faefull day abo tumed info a call to
action for the men and women of Westover,

It's safi: to say when al-Qacda operatives were planning the
attacks they weren' thinking abowt how Woestoner would nespond.
And, mepond they did a5 Westover answenad e call from day
ode. On September 11, 2 C-5 flving on the st ksg of mp i A
tradia wias detoured 10 Travis AFDR, Calif, 1o pick up a saarch and
ressou term and banig them 10 e east coast w0 &d in e restue
effon,

Az word of the atacks speead like wildfive, evervone scram-
bled w peotect the base and 5 s from any poential hamm,
Force Protection Deba, de highest secunity postung, wis doclared
and Westover soon resembled a hardened formess with security
forces in il battle dress.

Most worked norestop for several days and the base was in-
undated with calls from reservists volundeering fo help. [ wasn't
just reservists calling g chip Iy, refinses sought ways w0 help out
and wene evenfually manning I check ponts 21 the enirances @
all puildings. For the weeks that followed, the mood at the base
revohved around tight security, people working long hours, and
evervene wondering when and how the United States would ne-
¥

[n Oictober, stop loss was indtiated meaning retinments and
sepamations wene put on hold. Nearly everyone began 1o prepan: for
the possibility of being activaied. That anticipation started 10 be-
camie a reality on October 1 when 41 4397 Secunty Forces Squad-
rown memibers wen: actnvated.

AL it peak, mone than 1300 of the wing”s 2500 people wene
mobdlized. Surpssed nomumbers only by the activation for Desent
ShoeldStoam when about 1,550 people wen: activated, the adtivie
ton for the war on emorsm 1ok 2 1eam effort o make possible,
Moy every base onpntmton chipped in &8 e n-processing
roksdlity line in Base Hamgar bustled with activigy.

Onice adr strikes began i AfEhomitan on October 18 and Op-
eration Enduring Freedom was [sunched, B wasnt long unal
Westower's finest began deploying globally 10 suppadt the OEF,
Sraeside, reensts were a0 apponting e bomelad deferse
imssion temmed Operation MNobilke Exgle,

The firsgt people summonad w0 forward bocations acnoss the
Atlantic wene 40 members of e 439" Maintenance Squadnon in
carly MNovember, From that point on Wesiover seservists bogan
working hand-in-hand with their active duty and sister service
COUNETPETS 1o ensure the “beans and bullets” amived in time o
their intended wordwide strategic locations.

Diespite the activations and the deployment of wing people @@
support missions aboad and sateside, Westover sill had a full
plate of responsibilities back home. There were roquinements foe
airlift support for non-Enduring Freedom missions, exercises to

Condinped o page 15
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| Officials offer thanks and praise

by Congressman Richard Neal, Second District
As we all know, the ingr events of Seplember 11, 2001,

| have chanaed the United States forever. In the wale of this mpedy,
| o Armed Forees have been calked upon 1o safeguerd our freedom

and fight the war aainst terorkam. A grasefil nation thanks the brave
rrezne and wiormeen of the Air Force, Army, Many amd Marine Comps
who protect and defend Amenican interests at home and abroad.

Since 1940, Westover has plaved a sipnificant role in the defense
of our country. From Workd War [1; 1o the currens conflict in Afghans-
stan, the contribution of this key Facility located in Chicopes, Massa-
chusetts carmot be overstated. As the nation”s langest Air Foree Re-
serve bose, responsible for workdwade air movenent, Westover’s im-
portance will continue far into the future,

Following the September | 1% attacks, the members of the 439"
Adrdift Wing have dedicated themselves to fighting slobel termorsm
and enfancang homeland secusity. Under the capable leadership of
Codonel Martin M. Magzick, they have distinguished themselves and
thedr units during this time in our nation”s history. On
behalf of the U5, House of Representatives, | would ke to expross
m:,'ﬁﬂpﬁ:;u'wﬁlﬁmtnﬂmmnh:fﬂ'ﬂt4ﬂtﬂﬁmwmg,hﬁy
God Bless you and the United States of America
" by Jane Swift, Acting Governor, State of Massachusetts

As a nation we take strength in the knowledge that we remain the

world’s beacon of liberty. It is the commitment that you have made 1o
our country thet allows us to continue 10 enjory this freedom. The cou-

raspeniss efforts and the selfless acts of heroism displayed by the mem- |

bers of the 439" Airlift Wing serve a5 an inspiration 1o us all

1 speak fior our Commonwealth, and for our nation, in thanking:
you fior your service and dedication. You ane eninsted with guoamangee-
thits awesome task is most commendable. Your perseverance proves
thet cowandly acts of temorism an: no match for the nesolve of the
American poophe.

by Richard Kos, Mayor of Chicopee

As we look back over the past year since the tragic events of
Sept. 1%, our nation finds that it hes much for which to be proud. The
coenpassion shown by the American people for the victims of the at-
tacks and their families, the determination at every level of govem-
menit 10 adapt and be betier prepared for the new challenges that lie
beefore us, and the bravery and sacrifice demonstrated by the men and
wormen of our anmed forces both hene and abread, ane shining exam-
ples of ouer capabilities.

Here in the city of Chicopes, we take tremendous pridee in the fact

thet our commanity hosts the 436 AW a1 Westover Air Reserve
Base. When our president lmmched Operation Enduring Fresdom, the

citizers of this city wens hononed 1o leam that many of their own were |

to join this nation's fight against iemonism. Indeed, the activation and
deplovment of mone than 1,300 resendasts rom Westover ARB was
mict with overwhelming suppoet from Brnilies, employers, and the
general public both in this community and throughout Westemn hMas-
sachusedis

“The men and women of the 439 AW, deserve our greaiest re-

spect and praise. On behalf of a grateful pubic, | hank and congragu-
Eate you all For a job well done.

T _ﬁfﬂ. first Saree Westover E:prrm"!;nrr-:'tl ﬁ&-ﬁ-s.ﬁ-ﬂr-rk_*'.&-g?]&'l—
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Westover reservists recal

by S50 Thamara Jean Louis S00a, anciher ANeunSement wis of how quickly vou can lose your life.
43%th Aerospace Medicine Squadron made, A second plane has just crashed The airline would not release our
inte the second 1ewer and 2 third plane bags and told us we were on gur own.

On Sep. 11, appaass o be headed to the Pentagon and We tried oblaining rental cars and hotel

2000, 1 weas fving on
American Airlines

from Logan Airport
in Boston on a busi-

has diveried,” My mowth dropped and my  rooms but none were available. [t felt
Feeant raced a1 100 miles per kour. [ Enew like the end of the world as [ was stand-
10 was a terrorist attack. [ immediately be- ing in this airpert and people were run-
zan lopking around the plane to see if any-  ning around trying to get home. By

ness trip to Las Ve- one looked suspicious. Evervone was migzhtfall, we found some reoms. and

gas with 20 ¢o- frantic, people were crving and some ook crashed for the night,

workers. For some out their cell phones but all the circuits We were stranded for twe dayvs until
reason, | was appre- were busy, the company chartered & bus 1o ake us
hensive about being on the plane for such The pilot announced he had 1w imme-  home, The bus nde took 43 hours, When

a long time. After parking my car [ went  diately land. He atempted three times, but | finally got home Sauerdiy moming |
1o b e and socialized with some peo- 10 wag ke the sky was raining planes, We  was memally beain dead. On op of eves
ple al a nearby gate while waiting for my  finally gol clearance from the Kansas City - nvthing, my car was parked near wlere

Might 1o board, Those people were on airport and landed, e hijackers parked, so the FBI im-
Armerican Adrtines Flight 11, the first [ tried 1o call home but could net ge pounded all of the cars ai that terminal
plane w kit the World Trade Cemer. throuzh becauze the pay phone lines were  including mine. My mother said she re-
We boarded a1 about the same ime miles long. 1 finally got through to my ceived a phone call from the feds asking
and | remember elling the group w have  family afier five hours, They wereglad o about me and the contenis in my car,
a safe Mlight. Midway theough the Bight,  Twear my voice becawse they thought it was The whaole expericnce was a disas-
the pilot announced, "Ladics and gentle-  my flight since they didn™t have my flight  ter but nothing compared to the loss of
men, it appears that a plane has hit one of  number and only knew [ was on an life. [ 51l think about these people from
the twin towers in MNew Yark" 1 will American Airlines flight. Flight 11- remembering their faces and
never forget 1his announcement, There I szon realized how Blessed | was to praving that their families are doing all
was pure silence, and soon people began  still be alive because the flight numbers of right
wondering how a planc could collide into the planes that crashed wene announced | have flown singe the tragedy but
the building. Then, two passengers —in-  and | could not believe that it was the on eveny flight | go on, | always gat
Cluding a co-worker — started ge1timg eroup of people I was just ialking w in scared when the pilor begins o make an
frantic since one of them had 2 father Boston. I then it me. and | became very announcement [1just brings me back 1
who worked at the WTC, emonional and could ot bear the though that dreadiul day,

by Amn. Leanne Sambrook
439th Airlift Wing

T oar surprise, oar In-proedsss procedumn: continued. W wmiad w
pay atention i S5 Bevery Cote, who remained profesional and
cool i i cucurmibeer, but vwes knew then that boot camg woukd B i
pheric. She wes sincens and helpful in keeping us positive and calin
but our hearts were definfteby hammiening: in our chests, We st

Sepl 11 wis a miserable day for
evenyone and also memaorable for us as
this temible day was also our enlistment e 50 o hoime,
dayy. We were here signing the last bit of R W witnessed secumily a2 i reschied Forse Protecton Delwand
paperwork when a senpeant came in the U beee wis closed, Perdupe e bigeest decsion of our [ives was
roaim and announced the news of the first jet hitting the towers, My swirmmarg in our minds of thess future snmes: shoukd we stay o
sieter and [ thougaht he was joking bocause we werns about to board 2 shauld we o What wene we petting, ourselves imo? How long
commercial flight to Lackiand AFB. We all gathered in from ofa TV would we be gona? What in e word (hiesally) was happening? We
and watched in homor as the other jet exploded into the ssoond tower. ke s legally wee stall haad & choice, but [m proid dun neither of s
Stunned, we nealisd these plane crashes wene no accident and our lives really corsadensd that opton. We willingly boanded our plane 1 Lack-

would chanze forever. Bl
by SMSgt. Michael Grady ond plane strike the other tower. | had a following two wesks, | patrolled Boston
439th Sceurity Forees Squadron gut feeling | would soon be activaned. The  Harbor assisting the LS, Coasy Guard,
immeadiate fallout affectad my cavilian job  who was on high aler for potential er-
Sept, U was my son's first day of with the Massachusens Environmental rorist altacks, Bosion Harbor was virte-
preschoel and it was a clear, beawsiful Police. | was assigned to a diswicn near ally shurdown and it was surreal 1052
moming. After refurning home from Boston and found out later thar day thata  the skies patrolled by fighter jeis from
dropping him off, I tumed on the TV and  fellow police officer, Sg1 Mike Sweeney,  Otis Air Mational Guasd Base and nota
saw the smoke pouring out of the World  lost his wife, Amy, who was a flight at- single commercial plane arriving or
Trade Center. After witnessing the sec- tendant on one of the airgraft, During the  leaving Boston,

Qe B5 Mags Sea Ddwped Eromedly, Dosgrpsemgn Fochand Heel and Dhiczper Mapoe Rctard foo
same 12 s Weeinupe's perpasasl for the parratn in the War
1

DEtUhEF 2[:][” et 73 o, Do Morsh s e o the 2504 Sioers e

D P05 mnad et resrviess nebiewind reaches 2000 S oeration Eadurieg Ereedom
L




'where they were on Sept. 11

by TSit. Robert Sinclair
43%h Aircraft Generation Squadron

| pessidi i Oueens, ™Y, and wiork on
33rd and Park Avenue in midtown. § amived
in the city around 930 am., shoutly after the
sevond plane simuck Toover T, As [ was
making my way, | noticed crowds of people
in the streets and on e comers. For us Naw
Yorkers, this is the nom, 5o [ paid te crowd
listhe atention. [ ssoppad at 3 comes store Toe
brestk fast amdd the: radio station was giving neports of a plane hitting
one of the: Twin Towers, As | crossed Fifth Avenue 1 could seethe
torwers burming, but again, this is Mew Yo, and the craziest things
heppen hers, 56 1 presssd on as if somehow this was nonmal.

When | amived at my office 1 leamed that this wes a temonist a2
tack. By now, 3l kandrnarks and skyscrapers wenz being evacusad,
The vision of people noning for safity — God knows when: because
thee subwzy, bridges and nunnels were closed — rrxche e el like
wis walching a TV report of some tragic event taking place in & foe
e colovry. [ the mﬁgcfﬂa_m 1 bescame concenyad about a
friend who was working on the 1027 floor of Tower Two. | ran
dovwmstairs with hopes that | would see her amongst the thousands
who fled Lonwer Manhattan on foot, escapimg the oot .and debeis from
Lhz'bl.u'nlng towers. Laser, 1 bearmed she w ﬁ»l'lilhhrg-ﬂ.l"rﬂmm this day

e e —— e ———

by 55p1. Hu]:u:rt I.h::d]r

n,raima-tmumn 20, | began totake night

her permains were never found.

The fiooit raffic—or should 1 say the Night 1 safety— was now
picking up page. I recall women walking barefooed and carmying their
puarsis and shoes in hand. Many made it o midioan and passed out on
the sidewalks from exhaustion and Gtire, Soon a stange smell wes
penmeating throughout the city and peopl began coughing and cover-
ingz dhir facess, There were cops. FB1 agents, and fing ticks every-
where. [Fterrorists had dropped dirty bormls or opened fire from above
in midsown, they could have easily wipad all of us ot The thought of
dving flashed inand ous my mind a5 1 oied calling my family 10 check
i thesm and let therm know Tt for the moment, [ was okay.

| arrived home i Cuesns around § pum., afier the longest com-
mute | ever had Howeves, the elongated commute didnt matter, [ vwis
juest tharkful thet | neturned home beczuse many who loft Sheir howse
that momirg did not. | hugged and kissed my daughter and ¢ried 2s 1
hald her chose 10 my chest

Afier heasing the President’s spoech days later on how the LS.
woukd punish those responsible, [ knew it would be justa nstter of
1Eme before 1 wiould get the call to dusy.

[ ofien think of the s on Unitad Flight 93 and how tey
mads a conoeried deckion to combat the termonsts 10 prevent fisther
camulties. Those nesonating words, “Let’s Roll™, make my adrenaline
flovw. 1 am sune thorse pessengers ans posthumously basking in glory
and ang prowd of all of us here at Westover for keeping their spints
Ve,

R&smm Manage-

439th Mission Support Squadrén

When | was activaded on December 26,
J001, 1 was i the raddle of my senior vear
of colleps an the Liniversity of Massachy-
seq1s - Aunherst. The phone call came 1o me
onby hours after submittineg iy last paner for
T fall semester. | had juest finished the most
arress iUl semester of my collme cancer and
nonw | was faced with vet another life chang-
ing ever,

While | ad 1o cancel my classes for the
speing semester, [ was still determined to

classes - a schedule that would consurme neary
every avering of the waek, Bafore the activae
tion, | also had plaos w anend graduse schoal,
and whike activated | applied wo six gradugte
schoos,

A full trme job with e Air Foece coupled

with 12 credis of maght school, 6 applications
b0 o sechiood aowd g active UTA schedules
ceramby kepd me busy, However, when May
redked around, | had graduaed witha BLA. In
Compakaions ad a minge in Poliical Sci-
ence, distoverad that my crodits made me eli-

gible for a CCAF Associates degree in Human

mend, and | wes
admiited to five
raduate schools.
Forunately, twese
schools gave me
PorTHission (0 ge-
ter enrollment for
et vear 1 gt
of my service, YeL,
as difficult as my
civilian life had become, | mever bost sight of
o Adr Fomoe mission.

by M35zt Mary Ferriter
43%th Logistics Support Squadron

1 wiss teaaching a1 Tudor Hill Schoclin
Chelsea, Mass, o small alemanive public
sehoad bocatsd rwe miks from Logan Alrpot,
on Sept 11, We werne instructad not o ket our
stucdents know whet was going on, bus they
so0n leamad of the wagac events on their own.
They and we were all in shock. All day we
could see and heas military aireraft patrolling

Boston. Bod staff and siudenss knew Twas a |

reservist and kooked to me for information

asking about they ypes of planes they wene flying, il we wenz & war
and i we wene safe, The most [ could do was keep the ataff and s
dents calim and assung them that i any milfary sction was ke ws

Nerv, | agven comerand poss contraflers actreated

windon,

Taad e et military in e world,

Septemnber 11 became very personal for our school in the weeks
that fedlowed, [ vwis scheduled o retire feorm the reserves in October,
bt could sense the impending activation. With only seven teachers on
staf¥, many of whom are pew, for grades five troush twelbve | was the
"ok experiencad reacher looked w0 fior advice and encourszenmien.

On October 17, | leamed | would be activated forone year. [ had
1o tell my studenss that | was Jeaving, Many of them had bem with me
for three vears and wene very atiached. 1t was very emotiona] forall of
us. [vwas very difficult keeping my emadions in check, especially
when one student raised his hand and said, "my eacher & a hero, now
w know a heno™ The day afier 1 1eft, one student tried 1o jumpouta

Singz being activated Ive continued to keep m touch with gaft
and students, visiting when possible on my days off. I'm going oty to
refire again in September and hope to be back a school on Sept 29.

Y- mamders of the 433 Lagratics Broog aet femi (2 Marsa BB, 3pan
{m magert £-9s imvoheed in Dpecation Endloriag Freedem
|

li;._?&-wr.nn:t:ﬂﬂ:iﬂ'! 5
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PATRIOT highlights of the 439th A

(October 2001) Attack on America: Westover's initial response
A Wiestover aircnew Witk i the air 1.'-'ilELl'h:E]:- within hours of the Sept. 1] termonst atlacks in Mew Yok ad Washington.
Thee aircrew, under ameraft commander Maj. Dandel Smith, was at Trends AFB, Calif on the first kg of a mission o
Avtralia when they wens teked 1 tarspon o nscue weam and equipment o the Bt Coast, They loaded dheir Calany and
departad Travis by 630 pan, Sept. 11, (PST)

(October 2001) Attack on America: Westover responds

Like t Peard Harbor generation, we will always know whene we were when America came under fire,

W'l rermermber Isaning the first wond as we wenl about our business 28 madsmoming on a Tuesday, Sept 11, We'll
never forzet standing around TV 5ot wanching, the workd wnravel, Like the Peard Hagbor generation, we will have dw safis-
fetion of knowing tha Dose who hust s misjudged v Even as the blows were @il coming. we fell back on instinet and
L‘._'.'-.:|'||r'|-g,

(October 2001) Total Force responds to increased security needs

Aroumd-heechock foree protection = hard work atany Gme, Duning te curram ¢risis, steppad up pasrols within the base, expanded securiny
tesons il the gate, tghter seruting of e feree ling, the posting of new oty contnod points and rpriad other nesy S0ty MCsLIngs MguEnes extra
help.

When Westover went 10 Force Protection Condition Delta in te davs immediztoly following the Sept. 1 ferror aftacks, the Anmy, Manines,
Mavy and area police closad ranks with the 439" Security Forces Squadron and Westover Dol police.

(October 2001) Politicians thank activated reservists for service

= Senator Edwand M. Kermedy, Congressman Richand MNeal and Chicopes Mavor Richand Kaos came to Wissiover 1o express appre-
cEmon and pledes suppon for recetly sctivined reservists on Ool 26, Serator Bennedy noted that the Bay Staze might be activating
e military members than any stae in the uwnion. “We know that all of you at Westover are doing all you can to guersniee that
Armerica is safe and sacure, and wa'ne fonever in vour debt.” Kennedy said.

(Mov. 2001) 41 EEI’.‘.I.IT‘It}’ forces reservists are first to get the call

Wiestonver called s frst reservists 1o setive duty Ot L when 41 mermbess of the 439 Sacurity Forces Squadron were
breagin on boasd 1o help guard the bese apainat possible termoeist ansck.

1 realize the impasition we ae p;ummn:m wour lives,” szid Col. Manin M. Mavick, commander of the 439° Airlif
Wing, “bur we really nead your help,”

(Nov. 2001) Nearly 1,000 base reservists activated :
OnOct 18, the day the Pentagon reported the first fighting by Amwrican ground troops in Afghanisian, Westover announced the activation
af 905 reservists, inchuding aircnews and mainierance menmbers. Mobility lines were set up in the Base Hanaar, a real-workd setfing nod seen sinoe
the Diesert Shiekd activation of aircrews and mainbensance nesenvists,
As activated resenviss wendid thelr way from station 1o siation 2ong two fows of bles, newspeper, mdio and TV reponiers shadowed their
every step, telling audiences that Westover's men and women weng keaving their civilian jobs and revamping their family lives.

(Nov. 2001) Two former wing members serve FEMA in NYC

Experiencing the shock, pain and anger afier the attack on America, the nation had the consolation of witnessing a coordinated, effactive
emengency rescue effort. Two former Wiestover members wene among the first emengency preparedness FEMA, liaison officers 1o nespond 1o the
terrorist attack. L Col. Timothy Olmstead and Col. Glen Mastin wens close to Ground Zeng during the first phwsically and emotionally draiming
days.
(Dec. 2001) Med tech joins triage at Ground Zero

Mew York City went from technicolor to gray on Sept. 11. That's o of the necollections "uEgL Ail:-.rlj_;.l'aw]'muﬂm.a.da}

“The veteran Westover med tech watched In bomor as plancs smashed inso the twin towers, Hie jurmped inte an ambulinee a2 the
soene and traveled inoand out of the think bank of smake ta scarch for Ballen firefighters.

(Jan. 2002) Chaplain Miesel ministers to Conn. anthrax victims

Chaplain {Lt. Col.} Richard Micsel was neoenthy thnust info the spotlight of the anth temonist attacks when he had the diffieult duty of mine
istirng to a memberof his Connactieut parsh who fell victm.

The= raationwide strimsz of anthrs atacks ook oo a persomal msning for e wing Protestan chaplusy when 3 Sd-vear-old woman pasishioner
of s Imimenue] Latheran Church, Orford, Conm, was gricken in late November.
(Feb. 2002) Jubilant families greet returning reservists
Flags and nod, white and blue balloons wane in the ﬁ'Lg:-:l brecze a5 family members pressed spraimet the chamelink fenee
when the -5 rolled onto Westover™s tnmmac on Jzn. 3. Cheers soon erupted as 37 maintenancs nsenvists walked off the
plane, retuming from a 60-day deplovment that spanned the holidays.
For 85zt Michael's* children, their best belated Christmes gift was hanving their daddy home, =1 missad playing football
with him,” said four-vear-old Zachary, Michael said that Christmas Eve was the ardest time of his deploviment,
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sirlift Wing: Nearly a year in review

(March, 2002) Westover plays its part in Enduring Freedom

Operation Enduning Frecdom is molling becase Wistover men and women, tose activaled and volunteers, are in place workdwide moving
cargo, maincaining aircrafi, flying and performing other suppon missions from finance to intelligence. An aircrew under aircratt commander Lt
Col. Sandy Whither, flew missions o two locations where they met aerial porters and intellipence specialists who an: among Wistaver's overséss
Enduring Fresdom teams.
(April 2002) More activations, more than 1,150 to war effort

Forty-two resenvists from three different squadnons wens e latest of te men and women from Westover 1o be activated in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom., The reservists called up-on Feb. 22 included those of the 4367 Civil Engineering Squadron, 4397 Acromedical
Evacumtion Squadron, 436" Acrospace Medicine Squadron and the 439% Security Fonoes Squadnon,
(February 2002) EOD flight activates to respond to incidents

The seven members of the 4397 Explosive Ordnance Disposal Flight became one of the ktest units 1o be activited at Westover. The flight i
o standby 24 hours aday, 7 days perweek i nespond toany explosive-related emenzency.
(February 2002) Back to school

Fourteen members friom Westover™s maintenance squsdnons visited five ansa schools in Febnuary to thank cleses
for their cands and letters during a recent deployment —and 0 bring them retum betiers. Artwork from the students was
brought back fiom overseas and now hangs near the Hargar & break: room.
(March 2002) 439" unveils “Let's Roll!” nose art at C-5 hangar ceremony

Local corgressmen, Alr Foree Reserve leadership and a coowd of Westover neservists gathened witha -5 in the pull-throush hangar on
March 13 for the urmveiling of the “Let"s Roll™ nose art

*The nose art is going to represent the spiritof 91 1,” said Maj. Gen. James Bankers, 22 Air Force commander. *The spirit of 911 is one of
solidarity. . .it"s also a wamior's call,” he said.
(May 2002) Westover teams maintain C-5 support overseas

Local media representatives wene on board 2 Wstover C-3 mission te swap out maintenance deployment Enduring Froedom: teams over-
s The maintenance mission is 1o support all C-3s transiting through the air base and to help with any other airomft as nosded. The four C-35.0n
the ground peovided instart work: for the incoming crews, including an engine change.
(May 2002) Families, local band greet returning troops

4 E "-'F"i! While the comings and geings of men and women of the 439 Ardift Wing have beoome common at Westover, 40 neservists re-
SR t1rmed from oversess duty 1o musical fanfane. As ainmen stepped off the C-5 1o frantic waves from their family members, they
g heend mone than just cheers. The eightih-grade band from the Chestnut Hill Comrmunity School in Belchertown provided about an
e 3 hour of popular and patrict music for the occasion. Another group of maintainers headad overseas on May 28 for a SO-day tour.

{June 2002) Far, far and way

Armang the mone than [,200 Westover reservisss activated, many were serving qough, haeardoas duty af bare overseas beses. Capt Shawn
with the 4397 ASTS worked a C-17 medical mission. Westover security forces wens guarding forward deploved bases. Maintainers wens woek-
ing overtime 1o keep up Swe high operations tempo-around the workd.
(July 2002) 58" Aerial Port Squadron — serving in the sand

Sy members of the 387 Aerial Port Sauadron now betier understand what a short-notice tasking and deployvment really means after experi-
encing it first-hand. For & seloct 24, it meant a span of 98 hours from mobilizmtion to deployment.

Theee monthes ino their rogation, reservists from the 587 APS were serving in five diffenent overseas locations supporting Operation Endur-
ing Freedom a5 part of the 3797 Air Expedition Wing,
(Aug. 2002) Selected demobilization begins

Adr Force Chicf of Staff Gen. John P. Jumiper announced & planned demobilimtion of nserve component forces. However, how his an-
nouncement will affect nesenvists remains unclear,
{Aug. 2002) Two 438th reservists help o make Bagram AB operational

TS, Laurie Willabay and 55gt. Dawn Rivet netuned home after 90 days duty as airfield managers a1 Bagram AB, Afjghanisn,

*The living conditions wenen't spectacular, and the work davs wene long and sreneous, but both o us see our tme at Basram a5 a leaming
expenionce,” Bivet said.
(Aug. 2002) Around the world on many missions

WMembers of the 42° Aerial Pont Squadon deployed 1o Southwest Asia claimed a ~first”™ when they belped deplov Romanian troops into
Afighanistan. Forty members of the 4397 CES, including finefighters, deploved to a Southwest A<t location when trining includad working in
chemical warfare suits. The enterprising civil engineers kept up appearances by opening up their own barbershop.
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————ee e There’s no pl:

JUST DESERTS —
Westover reservists
take the heat in the
war on terrorism
when deployed to
desert location. At
right, the mercury
maxes out at 120
degrees.

ON THE ROAD—Right, TSat. Joaguim
Pedro, an aircraft maintenance crafts-
man, is interviewed by Channel 22 re-
porter Ellen Cheng during a media flight
to an undisclosed location in Europe;
55at. Andre Theriault, 439th MXS main-
tainer, awaits an aircraft at Rhein-Main
AB, Germany.
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ce like home

CREATURE
COMFORTS—
Caravans of
Kuchi tribes
in Afghan-
istan migrate
on dusty
reads as
they seek
seasonal
grasses o
feed their
sheep in thea
abave phatao,
while
reservists
deployed to
Uzbakistan
navigate
through
muddy
streats in
tant city in
the photo at
left.
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439th members ¢

Six-month Southwest Asia tour wraps up for Donnelly

by Lt. Col, Sally Nutt Morger
Photos courtesy of Maj. Tim Donnclly

Mo combat Thars what Mag, T Done
rlly obd has daugrheer Bt Movember when he
204 s activation notice, The ten-year-old o
fearfully envisioned Daddy going off 10 war,
Todireg & g and fighting the bad gins, That's
the Army and e special ops gnvs he ex-
plained 1o allevizse her fear, | wont be on the
oot [,

His daughier's vision tumed ol © be
choser to the truth,

Six months later, the 3%-year-old tradi-
tional Air Force reservist found himself in At
ghanistan, by day scnutintaong barren land-
scapes from the open door of a Blackiowk
helicopter flving nap-ofsthe-carth with Apache
esoorts, and by roght huggmg bis afle with hos
pistol under his molled cloahing while skeeping

im 3 1oL

Like many reservists, Domnelhy's deploy-
ment ongingied on Sept 11, On a weekday
g Dke ay oller, e Massachusetls
sl mooper wis on e job in Bosion where
he's assigned 1o the state atomey penerals of-
ficeUnlke many ofhers, on hearing that a
plane had fown imo the Word Trade Cenler,
Doanelly didnk think it wes 2 small plane gone
astray. "1 immediasely DIDy tunk it was a ter-
rorist” he savs. By 10 am, he and his fellow
irvestigadors were speeding towand  Logan
Adrpo

Donnelly was asstianed to pair up with a
FBI agent, sopether following leads for the
arency’s Twin Towers Task Force, "The level
of work the tek force did was monedible” s
Deonnelhy. "It wis e o see e miomsa-
ton uncovered tat Arst wesd, 1 shows what
cin happen when evenvone works togethes.”

Becas: of the importanos of his cnilizn
work, Donnelly was exased from his Octo-
ber UTA by his unit, the 43%% AW Securin
Foroes Squadron. e was at home on some
rare time off, camving out the trsh, when his
squadron called with orders 10 repoat for te
mobility line on Mo, 5. Bwen then, ba ax-
pecied to sty staesade an Westonver where
securily cops wens working 12-hour shifis in
force protection. " expected it o be like my
activation dunng Desert Stonm” he savs

But the Adr Force planned differendy.
Om Josw &, e flew commercial o LS, Cen-
ral Commands Join Security Dinectorate
(Forward) in the Middle East He bocame a
iezm chief assessing the vulnerability of em-
hessies, American schools and Dol) instisu-
tions around Africa and central and southwest
Asia His teams, tilored t0 cach situation,
might include MNavy SEALs and surface war-

Nice place
to visit,
but ...

=
S T

e 2

FAR, FAR AWAY — S5gt. Shawn®, a Westover command post technician,
describes his deployment location as “a place | want to forget when | get
back.” Ordnance people are exploding land mines and tracer fire lights the
evening sky. There are blown-up buildings, bullet holes in the offices, the
heat hovers around 100 and dust storms are a daily event. While working

guard duty in July, a lecal man came to the entry gate with a two-year-old in
hig arms. The child's mother had shielded the bloodied child from the worst
of the land mine.

Shawn was deployed the day before his gighth wedding anniversary, and is
away from his four young children. It looks like his deployment will be ex-

tended to 120 days.
"Alr Foroe spounty gquidelings peohibit thie wie of deployed mambens’ [as! names.

Bzl B eresbprt of 12 S350 Comemenncators Sqeadnga and 1he 42505 LirkH Wieg o sctivites, Lord 30 - May T Empecisrt bemHesdecariess AFRT viet Wesiower bor
sy Lhe 1 n.r:.rb-:fnrﬂ'umﬁrtun-s'.mliﬂ mire: than sy other AFRE ut i the Ui Foree “he 43%th Dirkht W't Usst Cimpbacds bupbitea
1
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st down and dirty

Fare officers, Arry Graen Beraz, Rangers and
military polioe, explsive ondirance and bio-
shemical experts, or Air Force secunty police
Iake hamsell,

“| wioukd pack 4 suft and tie for embassy
work., jeans and Teshirt for odher sites. Some
places, | kept my weapons close.”  Donnclly
sarys the theeat of spies was a bt James Bond-
izh.

Donnelly  was  scheduled o travel
theowsshourt CEWTOOM, an area of 25 aco-
nomacally and culturally divers: couninics. His
mavelogue included Pakistan, Kuwait, Ban-
rairy, Clatar, Chman, and the United Arab Emir-
zies. Turkmenistan proved one of the most
interedting, “Becawse i17s a dictatorship, it was
the only country where | entensd a hhe il
tion of e Twkmenistan prisident.” e sns
“lts capitall, Ashkabet, is calied the Loz Viepas
of contral Asia [Uwos a very colorful place.™

His sour of the command 2ol o sho
whis i late Apdl be was sem into Afghant.
stas 0 rotaton of 3 valnesabiliy assssment
"""" eam, He fiew imo Bagram Air Base, with his
mm. a Grzen Baret, Together they raveled
e conzary, Ut within a week their objective
charged. After staving a few davs at a special
ops compound - - owhene they wens nmning
at 120 percent...." - Donnelly and his parirer
were asked 10 put toeether quisk remction
force briefine packames for fire bases around
Afirhenistan, These pockaees, wed by spacial
ops combat s, requimsd poentially dan-
certs reconraance work, That's when the
Blackianwk rides begin,

"We'd be screaming alorg at low altnsde
with the door open. the wind 50 strong my
chesks pushed i sos Donnelly, “The

Apache Ieloopers would be ﬂuru; Cover
alongside 5 a8 we flew over caves, and ai-
arcrafl emplacements, The danger was excit-
iz Bug I'd dunk abour my dasginer, and that
i aryturg Fegpoened 10 mwe, she'd think I'd lied
10 her™

My 7-5: the L35th Arrasyace Madoine Susdn
aced 3 sk Services lappesion

Mty 51T, tha S350 Agrampdical Sniging Baeadron
peadlite Fandrs Serviens lessecion

Dowmelly draws many parallels between
his civilian police work and his recert experi-
ence with special ops forces, He savs Ot de
general public may penceive both groups as
tough and macho, when in facy if they wene
only that they woukdnt stay alive, Indeed,
Special Operations Command Central iouts s
trops s b culturally sensitive, instrumen-
tal for their mission of building trust and influ-
ence within 3 region. Donnelly s2ys operations
i Afphanistan reminded him of commamity
police prograns like the Weed and Seod pro-
gram. "You clean up problems, then build up™

"1 believe only about thee percent of peo-
ple cause problems. Most people just want
safery... and 1o be able 1o food their kids. [ts
true in Miassachusetts and if's true in Afghani-
sLam,

Onigr fhee oourse of his twa months in the
country, Donnelly noticed changes. "l went
irite Kiabud quite a lot It was good socing how
much freer peophe were bocoming, bovs play-
g soecer, Kids doing the things kids do.” But
there alwavs seemed to be the sobenng, under-
Iving threat of the Taliban comang back witd
during this time atiscked and killed one girl
and maimed ancther for removing their bhur=
ke in public.

Other visual memones? Torure roomms,
Unexploded mincfickds off the sides of public
rocds. And the kel of paverty.

"What we consider msh was Inssune 1o
them, They would pick through our garbage,

WAR ZOME = Above, Afghan and American forces join together for a mis-
sion. Mote the armored vest straddled aside the truck cab, affording extra
protection for the driver. Below laft, Donnelly's view from a Blackhawk heli-
copter often meant barren landscapes and other chopper escorts.

Lk 11 ad revse 1% In fact, trash became a
secusity issue at Bagrem AB when A fghanis
kepe veruring onto the facility 10 pick the
parbape. Americans devised an dgrement
whenehy they now separate ther “valuabls”
parbeze - like phvwood and cardboard = then
place it ouside the gaes, avalable 1w e
local public. "It made me embimassed, w0
think what we wase",

By the end of his wur, Donnelly locked
a lirber diffenenit. His bair cusled a bit on his
neck, and he spored a moustache ad 2
beard. "Afghani men arent considered neal
men wikss they lave o hais” e ex-
plans

Doonelly kept in wouch with his family
back bome by computer 3 select ocations
around A fﬂﬁ‘-sml'n "Wy wife was very
n.m:-.a..a::l"hesa.:a‘b@:a:m [ cotildn’t tell
hrere whins [ was”

Donmelly's Afghan tour ended late in
Jumz, when he fhew Back 1o his headquarers
elerment, then headed for Boston. His wite
awl davghuer wepe waiting, for him ai the
aimpoet gate, "My daughier lunched 21 me
from five fiset away, then attached herself o
mee [ike a bamacke, It was then that 1 nzalieed
wihat it was like for hee"

Ecliinr's notes Ar of prozs fime, mos 4398 AW
acrtazed Feservias o daed o demobidoalon
Flonvever, Boco ins D socarily fDrocs sugy romaad on
AT Ay o o o e s Iy prodabds s
Devirelfyr vl Be ove of oo fosig-merving asene

Mg 7-13 e pason] - serece Tisen Yesber prerecse boeid o Dowpunth

My &t s reckect of why L350k Ty Seagedeon are activatnd
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by SMSat. Sandi Michon

Commenting on her nine months activation, MB3gr
Mindy Wheeler Pettit joked that it has birhed a whole new
perspective on lifie.

The pregnancy analogy is appropriate in that activation
has imvolved both pain and jov for many reservisis, but
skewed in that labor pains marked the onset rther than just
the end.

Pertit had just mamed and moved into a new home in
Connecticut when she was called to active duty in October.
Her temporary home was now a botel room and she balanced
fulltime work at the command post with part-time, fill-in at
her civilian job on her days off. “You really leam o maxi-
mige your time with s0 many demands,™ said Wheeler.

The pain of activation has taken
many forms. Reservists with their
own businesses have seen some fail
in their absence. Studemts put their
education on hold and even political
activities wene l:l.I]'I.d.I|I_-L1 M3gt. Shane
Robitaille, 4397 MPF superintendent,
had 1o resign from all panisan polit-
wal ﬂ.ﬂi'-‘i[iﬂ'-:‘- and positions when he
wias called o active duty in Decem-
ber. He alse declined a bid for a state
represemative seat i Massachusens,
[ don't know anyone that is activated
who doesn’t feel thar they are doing

Robitaille

something for their country that is bigger than themselves of

their own personal interests,” commented Robitaille on his
change of plans.
Countless birthdays, anniversarics, and other family mile-
stones are missed during the loag months of military servige,
Many parents missed those celebrated “firsts™ with their
wioung children. TSen Sandea Mundt was activated on Deg.

.....

]

The Mundt family (in 2001)

"best Christmas present he could get,”

Activation a mixed

26, the day after Christmas and also the day after the first birth-
day of her twin girls. *At first, it wasn't 100 bad.” she said, even
though she felt she missed significant changes. “One day |
would see them ke shaky steps and the next week they would
be running.” said Mundt, who alzo has a six-vear-old son.

When Mundt's husband fell off their roof and broke his
foot in February, and Mundt's father suffered a heant anack in
March, the sirain of activation began to wear thin, “By April, |
was really frustrated. [ just wanted to be with my family,” she
said, after seeing her family only on weekends as her visils
home alernated with her husband's visits to the base with the
kids.

Even though Mundt's husband was retired Air Force, and
they had moved most of their adult lives, in May, the couple
decided e sell their home in Seuth Wevmouth, Mass, and buv a
home closer to the base. I want to make the Air Force my ca-
reer, 50 it made sense to make decisions for the long haul,” she

e said.

t families even further away. TSgt. Lee

LS5, has zeen his three daughters twice

Chher moves boow
Trickett, with the 43

| since being activated Oct. 17, As a single dad, he had just relo-

cated 1o Florida so his parents could help with day care when he
received the call. He has visited them twice since October.

*He said getting leave to visit his girls in Flornda was the
said his commander, Lt
Col. Patricia Hale, who also knows, in a lesser way, what it's
like to miss daughters. On Sept. 11, Hale saw the writing on the
wall, and by her activation on Owt. 17, all was in place for her
twir daughters. A blend of relatives and dayveare provider filled
in. but she said it was tough at first. My daughters (ages 4 and
a3 wouldn't 1alk to me when | came home after first leaving —
they were mad — bt they are over that now,” she said. “Now
they just ask when can | come home 1o stay.”

That's & gquestion M3gt. Nelson’s* daughters wall probably
ask when he returns from 4 European deplovment spanning the
summer. He keeps in touch with his family through phone calls
and e-mails. His wife recently told him that their two-year-old
daughter showed her one-vear-old sister 4 picturg of Nelson,
and she said, “Baby, it's Dadda”™ While deploved, Nelson
helped give a C-3 tour to children who had bost one or both par-
ents in the World Trade Center attacks. “It was a real eye-
opener looking inte their faces = watching them enjoy the tour —
while knowing in the back of your mind that you are prateful it
wasn't any of vour own family members killed in the atiack,”
Melson seid, ] guess vou could say that it put L"'.'l::r_‘_-ﬂ'lil]? inla
perspective as to why 1 am away from my family - w0 help se-
cure my two beautiful daughters from future atacks.” he said,
and added that a NYFD firefighter on the tour actually thanked
Hiim Tor what he was doing.

He has been activated al Westover's command post since
early Movember and 5 schaduled w return from deployment on
Sept. 11,

Many family roles have also flip-flopped Decause duty
calls. The Sheerans are a military family from Albany, N.Y,,
with 43 vears combined sernvice. Maj. T-:nny Sheeran, & 4397
CES operaticns officer, was not activated but his wife, Thgt

Jene: 2, 5 mere members of the 433tk Aeromedcel Evacontion Sqmedeps, 43300 Apromedeal Siaging Sosadran

i J.r.-.::.'-u'l?nm.ri'm activated
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blessing for most

FREEDOM FROM FEAR — This photo is modeled after
the famed MNorman Rockwell painting of the same
name — one of the “Four Freadoms™ series painted in
the 1940's, The photo depicts the motivation behind the
sacrifice made by many activated reservists.

pholo by SMEgt. Sand Michon

Susie Sheeran, works a1 Westover's readiness/plans section and
their daughter Andrea serves with the Air National Guard in
Mew York. Sue was activated Feb. 5, and Andrea was deployed
10 the desert on June 3,

“My husband is holding down the fort while his women
are off to war,” quipped Sue, and added that they also had to
delay their plans to build a new home. “We have 10 step up
the plate and do what you have to do. It's hard and easy at the
same time because we are an Air Force family,” she said,

Most reservists ane positive about their patriotic durty, but
many, like Sue, say that it doesn’t stop the loneliness associated
with leng-term hotel living. Added demands stress marriages —
some adapt and get stronger - but others crack from the stram.

The Sheerans nt a peek into the myriad of adjust-
ments and challenges families have coped with during activa-
ticn, Thase left 1o un the home often suffer additional setbacks,
In some homes, where husbands and wives “tag team” babysit-

Joly | she nawher of Westover reservists activated reaches over L0

e

oS mmEEEE — —  —Caa ——

ting roles, activation of one spousc has | =
forced the other spouse to give up their |

job. =
: Orthers are hurt by the financial im- |
pact of activation. Some have coped | SN
with up to 50 percent pay cuts and they | §)
have dipped deeply into savings to sur- |
vive. TSpr. Pete Rogers, command post |
technician, endured a pay reduction | o
with the expenses of a new home pur-

chased shortly before activation. He

augmented his military pay with part-

time civilian work on Cape Cod 1w
bridge the difference, and keep his home. But, sadly, Rogers
also represents a sizable portion of reservists who have no
job to reclaim after activation. Due 10 ecenomic downiums
after Sept. 11, many companies
have been forced to downsize,
thus eliminating the reservists” job
during their active duty absence.

Money issues have been a
mixed bag for activated reservists.
Some, like TSet. Janet Bicho,
439™ AW legal manager, have
made out well. “My company
(Mass. Mumal) has made up the
difference between my civilian
and military base pay,” Bicho ex-
plained, and addad thar Mass. Mu-
wal is continwing her insurance
coverage and 401K contributions in
her absence. “I"'m thrilled o be cleaning up credit card debt
and medical bills,” she said. -

Reservists who may have only worked part-ime pror (o
activation typically have enjoyed an increase in income
while on active duty.

As an orthodaedic rehabilitation doctor in New Jersey,
Maj. Michael Palmer, 439" AMDS chief of aerospace medi-
cine experienced a serious drop in income while serving full-
time at Westover. To salvage his income, and w keep his
practice healthy, Palmer has worked his civilian practice on
his two days off per week. While his commute is tinng and
he has missed his wife and son while away, Palmer has no-
ticed the unexpected benefit of community support for his
patriotic efforts, “Rather than a decrease in patients, [ am of-
ten triple-bocked,” said Palmer, “1 repeatedly apologize for
making them wait, but they are more than pleasant and -
maore often than not - they thank me for serving our coun-
try,” he said.

With the due date for demobilization set for most in Sep-
tember and still uncertain for others, what the war on temror-
ism activation delivers remains 1o be fully seen. But, just as
the pains of labor are tempered by the love for the child, the
pains of activation for most reservists are tempered by love
of country and the commitment to nurture the freedom so
many others have delivered to us,

Rogers

Bicho
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Employer appreciatit

Red Cross
honors

Westover heroes

TQ THE RESCUE — ESgt-
Anthony Gambardella and
TSgt. Thomas Evangel-

' | isto, 435th AGS members,
m saved an injured driver
trapped in a burning car
on Route 91 South, on
Feb, 27. The Springfield
chapter of the American
Red Cross will present the
American Heroes' Award
to the pair on at a Sept. 11
CEremaony.

Westover hosts Employer Appreciation Day

by SMSat. Sandi Michon

As a gesture of gratitude for keeping
thetr emplovies bor months on end. West-
over hested 3 special Employer Appracil-
tion Day on July 18 for bosses of acti-
vated reservists,

Thirty-five emplovers atended the
event that included breakfaer 2 C-3 Might
and visis 0 resenvisis” work sites. Eme
plovers interviewsd related e hardships
of getting the job done wih fewer e
plovess, but also felt the hardships weng

art of their patriote duty,

William  Booker supervises Sra.
Richard English with tee U5, Postal Sers
vite m Wobum, Mass, On Sept. 11, Eng-
ligh, an acromedical apprentice with the
439" MDS. was called off his route 1w
come oul 10 Westover, Vital ¢linic siaff
were siranded in Texas and English filled
te void and was activated two wesks
larer, =W were very proad w© have our
emploves serve our coumtry,” said
Booker, Even though they had o scram-
ble o find someons wo replace him, “It's a
very small sacrifiee on our part,” he said.

Brian Rust misses the role of 55gL
Pablo Fodriquez, who is a patrolman with

the communily services bumeau in Monh-
amplen, Redrigues has been activated with
the 4397 Sacurity Forces a1 Wesipver for
nearly a wear. Rust explained  that
Rodriques i3 part of a fve-member cam
ard his absence has a major impact. “It's
the price wou pay, We have to pitch in
pruer, bt it"s our donation,” Rust said, bui
gressed that Rodriguez s paving the
higher price,

some emplovers see a link Bebween
the dual roles their employees serve. As
security officer supervisor with the Hamp-
den County 3henfls Depamment. 53gt.
Richard Garcia’s civilian job contributes 1o
a local sense of oeder and scourity. “We sec
Giarcia's military service as contnbubing fo
a sense of order and security on a world-
wide scale,” said his supervisar John File-
gerald, .

Col. Martin M. Mazick, 4397 AW
commander, agreed that uniquely-skilled
reservists provide added benefits 10 em-
plovers, but also praised the emplovers &5 4
ke element to national de ferss.

“We appreciate what yvou've done for
wour country,” Mazick said 10 both reserv-
isi5 and their employers.

bz, | demabdention began or the ST oy Renadeon pod A3k [barpivng Bras
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By the numbers
FY 02

Hours flown
7572
Tricare issues
5789

ID cards issued
5742

Dental x-rays |
2230
Immunizations

2,002

Hearing tests
1,267
Depfogrents
Dog tags issued
550
C-5 tire changes
126
Personnel losses
76

Hospitalizations |
3

August 2002



)n - By the numbers

Name:
Ager B0
Rank: American

Unit: United States of America
Civilian position: Same as above
Years of serviee: “Lifer”

Address: Anywhere I'm needed
Favorite fppd: American Apple Pig

Uncle Sam

Favorite motto: 1 want you .7

Faverite girerafi; Air Force One
Favorite colors: Bed, White and Blue

way | ¢ould

Patriot People

Favorite sport: Baseball, America's pastime

Favorite hobby: Wisiting the troops here and overseas

Ideal vacation: Seeing the country from sea w shining s¢a
Best way 1o relax: Recruiting America’s finest young people

Favorite heros Gengral George Washington

Favorite music: Lee Greenwood (Ged Bless the U5.A.7)
Faverite movie: “Yankee Doedle Dandy™

What would do if T won 31 million: Supporn the troops any

. Lnele Sam

What a difference a year makes... from page 3

TR, e nikpor s icdens or mishops despiaa
Py Thang schedule and an oustanding wi
award fix the wing & proof posiive that
when called. the 439%" responds with resound-
ing suecess. They can also point w the pride
many el of going w i defense of a counoy
they swore o protect from enemies forekon
and domestic.

[1"s clear the wing did its job, and did &t
well It's also clear that the support neservists
recedved from their familics and civilian em-
ployers contributed to getting the job done.
The Air Force Reserve s often desoribed as a
three-berped stool with te Reserve, Bamily
members and civilian emplovers neposening
cach leg. ['s sadd that if any leg wene out of
whack, the sool would topple over sinoe the
suppodt of all three ks s needed. Westover's
"ol stood

Tosdary, the 1l & about demobaliziion
and Mot meservists ane preparing for the tan-
sition back to their civiliaen work lives. How-
ever, LS such a5 the 4397 Securily Foroes,
will cominue o arswer the cill 2 they re
Inain activated.

Ome memorable year has passed tha
will forever change the landscape and changs
cur perception of the wond “nommal.”  Sep-
remtber 1105 a day g affectsd evenvone a1
Westover i one way or swther. Like thosa
who remerber where they were when, Tor
irstance, President Bennedy wis sl o

Peas] Harbor was afiacked, today™s generation
will remember where they wenz on Seplember
1. responding introe patriod foam.

[f the L 12 months ane avy indication,

September will also be remembened as a time
when Westover showed its tnue colors by

Oct. 5 - Employer Appreciation Day

Reservist's name, rank and unit:

Reservist's home address:

Roservist's daytime telephonge number:

Employar's nama and title:

Employer's Social Security Humber:

Employes’s company name:
Breakfast for employer:  YES HO
Breakfast for reservist: YES HO

| understand that | may nominate one person annually, and only an individual
who is my supervisar, fereman, manager, etc,

Signatura

I:melbqnmlm.npnnnmhrnm 2 punidfabio undar the Undses Gade of Bty Juilse. )

furm thi =
43980 Ailift Wings Public Affaies, 100 Liopd B, East Wing, Suide 103
Westover ARE, Mass, 0T022-7825




—— | We’re all in this together

COMING HOME —
Channal 40 news
anchor Ray Hershel
interviews the family
of SM3gt. Joe
DiMartino, 439th AGS
SUPCIYISOr, Enjoys
his first few minutes
back at Westowver
following a three-
maonth tour in Spain.
Such tours are
angoing for many
members of the 439th
Airlift Wing. The wing
activated mare than
1,300 men and
women in support of
Operation Enduring
Freedam.

Although selected
demabilizations are
zet for the end of
September, time
alene will tell the final
outcome,

oo Ay S Sy Michon

FATRIOT online: hitp:fwenw.afre.al.milld38aw
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